DEPARTMVENT OF THE TREASURY
OFFI CE OF FOREI GN ASSETS CONTROL

| nf ormati on Concerni ng General License Authorization

Travel to Cuba for Professional Research

The Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R Part 515 (the
"Regul ations"), admnistered by the US. Departnent of the
Treasury's Ofice of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC), were
anended on My 13, 1999, providing for, anong other things,
aut hori zation by general license for travel-related transactions
in Cuba for the purpose of conducting professional research.

Section 515.564(a) of the Regulations now authorizes the
travel -related transactions set forth in section 515.560(c) and
such additional transactions as are directly incident to
pr of essi onal research in Cuba by full-time professionals
researching in their professional areas. This general |icense
authorizes these transactions wthout the need for further
aut hori zation from OFAC. A copy of sections 515.560 and 515. 564
are attached. Please review these sections to confirm that vyour
proposed transactions qualify for the general I|icense.

Shoul d you make your travel arrangenents through an OFAC-1icensed
Travel Service Provider (“TSP"), the TSP will require you to
confirm your belief that you qualify under the general |icense
for travel to Cuba to conduct professional research. You should
al so be aware that the maxi mum authorized per diem expense in
Cuba is now $195.00, an anpunt that conforns to the rate for U. S,
Governnment travelers presently in effect.

Questions should be directed to the Licensing D vision of the
O fice of Foreign Assets Control at (202) 622-2480.
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Sec. 515.564 Professional research and professional meetings in Cuba.

(a) Ceneral license. (1) The travel -related transactions set forth
in Sec. 515.560(c) and such additional transactions that are directly
i ncident to professional research by full-tine professionals who trave
to Cuba to conduct professional research in their professional areas are
aut hori zed, provided that:
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(i) The research is of a noncomercial, acadenic nature;

(ii) The research conprises a full work schedul e in Cuba;

(iii) The research has a substantial |ikelihood of public
di ssem nation; and

(iv) The research does not fall within the categories of activities
descri bed in paragraph (c), (d), or (e) of this section

(2) The travel-related transactions set forth in Sec. 515.560(c) and
such additional transactions as are directly incident to travel to Cuba
by full-tine professionals to attend professional meetings or
conferences in Cuba organized by an international professiona
organi zation, institution, or association that regularly sponsors
nmeetings or conferences in other countries are authorized, provided
t hat :

(i) The international professional organization, institution, or
association is not headquartered in the United States unless that
organi zation, institution, or association has been specifically licensed
to sponsor the nmeeting in Cuba;

(ii) The purpose of the neeting or conference is not the pronotion
of tourismin Cuba or other comrercial activities involving Cuba that
are inconsistent with this part; and

(iii) The neeting or conference is not intended primarily for the
pur pose of fostering production of any bi otechnol ogi cal products.

Note to paragraph (a):

See Secs. 501.601 and 501.602 of this chapter for applicable
recordkeepi ng and reporting requirenents. Exportation of equipnment and
other itens, including the transfer of technology or software to foreign
persons (" " deened exportation'') and itens not eligible for Departnent
of Commerce GFT or BAG License Exceptions, 15 CFR 740.12 and 740. 14, may
require separate authorization by the Departnent of Comrerce.

(b) Specific licensing. Specific |licenses nmay be issued on a case-
by-case basis authorizing the travel-related transactions set forth in
Sec. 515.560(c) and other transactions that are directly incident to
prof essi onal research and professional neetings that do not qualify for
t he general license in paragraph (a) of this section. Specific licenses
may be issued pursuant to this section authorizing transactions for



nmultiple trips to Cuba over an extended period of tine by applicants
denonstrating a significant record of research. Specific licenses wll
not be issued for travel-related transactions for purposes of attendance
at neetings or conferences in Cuba organized by the Cuban governnent
where such neetings or conferences could be intended primarily for the
pur pose of fostering the production of any biotechnol ogi cal products.

(c) Categories of activities that do not qualify for the genera
license in paragraph (a) of this section and for which the specific
i censes described in paragraph (b) of this section will not be issued
i nclude recreational travel; tourist travel; travel in pursuit of a
hobby; research for personal satisfaction only; and any travel for an
aut hori zed professional research purpose if the schedule of activities
includes free time, travel, or recreation in excess of that consistent
with a full work schedul e of professional research or attendance at
prof essi onal neetings or conferences.

(d) An entire group does not qualify for the general license in
paragraph (a) of this section and will not be issued a specific license
under paragraph (b) of this section nerely because sone nenbers of the
group could qualify individually for such |licenses.

Exanple 1 to paragraph (d): A nusicologist travels to Cuba to do
research on Cuban nusic pursuant to the general |icense for professiona
researchers set forth in paragraph (a) of this section. Others who are
sinmply interested in nmusic but who do not research nusic as part of
their careers nmay not engage in travel-related transactions with the
nmusi col ogist in reliance on this general |icense. For exanple, an art
hi storian who plays in the sanme band with the rusicol ogi st woul d not
qualify as a professional researcher of Cuban nusic for purposes of this
general license.

Exanple 2 to paragraph (d): A specific license issued pursuant to
par agraph (b) of this section authorizing travel-related transactions by
a fish biologist who travels to Cuba to engage in professional research
does not authorize transactions by other persons who mght travel with
the fish biologist but whose principal purpose in travel is to engage in
recreational or trophy fishing. The fact that such persons may engage in
certain activities with or under the direction of the professional fish
bi ol ogi st, such as measuring or recording facts about their catch, does
not bring these individuals' activities within the scope of professiona
research and similar activities.
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(e) A person will not qualify as engaging in professional research
nerely because that person is a professional who plans to travel to
Cuba.

Exanple 1 to paragraph (e): A professor of history interested in
traveling to Cuba for the principal purpose of |earning or practicing
Spani sh or attendi ng general purpose |ectures devoted to Cuban culture
and contenporary life does not qualify for the general license in
paragraph (a) of this section or for a specific license issued pursuant
to paragraph (b) of this section.

Exanpl e 2 to paragraph (e): A professional photographer who w shes

to take photographs in Cuba that will become the basis for creating post
cards, paintings, and other secondary products or that merely document
t he phot ographer's travel does not qualify for the general license in

paragraph (a) of this section or for a specific license issued pursuant
to paragraph (b) of this section.

[64 FR 25815, May 13, 1999]
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Sec. 515.560 Travel-related transactions to, from and within Cuba by persons subject to U S

(a) The travel-related transactions listed in paragraph (c) of this
section may be authorized either by a general |icense or on a case-by-
case basis by a specific license for travel related to the follow ng
activities (see the referenced sections for general and specific
licensing criteria):

(1) Family visits (general and specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.561);

(2) Oficial business of the U S. government, foreign governnents,
and certain intergovernnental organizations (general |icense) (see
Sec. 515.562);

(3) Journalistic activity (general and specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.563);

(4) Professional research (general and specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.564);

(5) Educational activities (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.565);

(6) Religious activities (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.566);

(7) Public performances, clinics, workshops, athletic and other
conpetitions, and exhibitions (general and specific |icenses) (see
Sec. 515.567);

(8) Support for the Cuban people (specific licenses) (see
Sec. 515.574);

(9) Humanitarian projects (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.575);

(10) Activities of private foundations or research or educationa
institutes (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.576);

(11) Exportation, inportation, or transnission of information or
informati onal materials (specific licenses) (see Sec. 515.545); and

(12) Certain export transactions that may be considered for
aut horizati on under existing Departnent of Commerce regul ati ons and
guidelines with respect to Cuba or engaged in by U. S. -owned or
controlled foreign firns (specific licenses) (see Secs. 515.533 and
515. 559) .

(b) Travel-related transactions in connection with activities other
than those referenced in paragraph (a) of this section may be authorized
on a case-by-case basis by a specific |icense issued pursuant to
Sec. 515. 801.

(c) Persons generally or specifically licensed under this part to
engage in transactions in connection with travel to, from and within
Cuba may engage in the foll owi ng transacti ons:

(1) Transportation to and from Cuba. Al transportation-related
transactions ordinarily incident to travel to and from (not within)
Cuba, provided no nore than $500 may be remtted to Cuba directly or
indirectly in any consecutive 12-nmonth period for fees inmposed by the
Government of Cuba in conjunction with such travel unless otherw se
aut hori zed.

(2) Living expenses in Cuba. Al transactions ordinarily incident to



travel anywhere within Cuba, including paynment of |iving expenses and
the acquisition in Cuba of goods for personal consunption there,
provi ded that, unless otherw se authorized, the total for such expenses
does not exceed the " “maxi mum per diemrate'' for Havana, Cuba in effect
during the period that the travel takes place. The per diemrate is
published in the State Department's ~  Maxi nrum Travel Per Di em Al |l owances
for Foreign Areas,'' a supplenent to section 925, Departnment of State
St andardi zed Regul ati ons (Government Civilians, Foreign Areas),
avail able fromthe Governnent Printing O fice, Superintendent of
Docurents, P.QO Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954, or on the
Internet at http://ww. st ate. gov/ww perdi ens/index. htm .

(3) Purchase in Cuba and inportation into the United States of
mer chandi se. The purchase in Cuba and inportation as acconpani ed baggage
into the United States of nerchandise with a foreign market value not to
exceed $100 per person, provided the merchandise is inmported for
personal use only. Such nmerchandi se may not be resold. This
aut hori zati on may be used only once every six consecutive nmonths. As
provided in Sec. 515.206(a), the purchase and
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i mportation of information or informational nmaterials are exenpt from
all restrictions contained in this part.

(4) Carrying renmttances to Cuba. The carrying to Cuba of any
remttances that the licensed traveler is authorized to remt pursuant
to Sec. 515.570, provided that no nore than $300 of remttances
aut hori zed by Sec. 515.570(a) or (b) is carried in any one trip, unless
ot herwi se aut horized. Those licensed travelers carrying either of the
emi gration renmittances authorized pursuant to Sec. 515.570(c) nust be
able to produce the visa recipient's full nanme and date of birth and the
nunber and date of issuance of the visa or other travel authorization
i ssued. A licensed traveler to Cuba is only authorized to carry
remttances that he or she is authorized to remit and may not carry
rem ttances being nade by other persons.

(5) Processing certain financial instrunents. Al transactions
incident to the processing and paynent of checks, drafts, travelers
checks, and simlar instruments negotiated in Cuba by any person
aut hori zed pursuant to this part to engage in financial transactions in
Cuba. For purposes of this section, the authorized transactions nmay be
conduct ed using currency, which is defined as noney, cash, drafts,
notes, travelers' checks, negotiable instrunments, or scrip having a
specified or readily determ nable face value or worth, but which does
not include gold or other precious nmetals in any form

Note to paragraph (c):

The aut horizations in paragraph (c) of this section do not apply to
fully-hosted travel ers because their travel-related transacti ons are not
licensed or authorized pursuant to this part. See Sec. 515.420.

(d) A Cuban national departing the United States nay carry currency,
as that termis defined in paragraph (c)(5) of this section, as foll ows:

(1) The amount of any currency brought into the United States by the
Cuban national and registered with the U S. Custons Service upon entry;

(2) Up to $300 in funds received as renmittances by the Cuban
nati onal during his or her stay in the United States; and

(3) Conpensation earned by a Cuban national froma U S. academc
institution up to any anobunt that can be substantiated through paynent
recei pts fromsuch institution as authorized pursuant to
Sec. 515.565(a)(2)(v).

(e) The follow ng transactions by persons generally or specifically
licensed to engage in travel-related transactions to, from and wthin
Cuba are prohibited by Sec. 515.201 unless specifically authorized:

(1) Al transactions by persons subject to U S. jurisdiction related
to the utilization of charge cards, including but not linited to debit



or credit cards, for expenditures in Cuba.

(2) Al transactions related to the processing and paynent by
persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction, such as charge card issuers or
i nternedi ary banks, of charge card instruments (e.g., vouchers, drafts,
or sales receipts) for expenditures in Cuba. The issuer of a charge
card, or a foreign charge card firmowned or controlled by persons
subject to U S. jurisdiction, is not authorized to deal with a Cuban
enterprise, a Cuban national, or a third-country person, such as a
franchi see, in connection with the extension of charge card services to
any person in Cuba.

(f) Persons traveling to Cuba fully hosted as described in
Sec. 515.420 may not carry currency to pay for living expenses or the
purchase of goods in Cuba except as specifically licensed pursuant to or
exenpted fromthe application of this part.

(g) Nothing in this section authorizes transactions in connection
with tourist travel to Cuba, nor does it authorize transactions in
relation to any business travel, including making or agreeing to nake
any investnment in Cuba, establishing or agreeing to establish any branch
or agency in Cuba, or transferring or agreeing to transfer any property
to Cuba, except transfers by or on behal f of individual or group
travel ers authorized pursuant to this part.

[64 FR 25814, May 13, 1999]



